WHAT ABOUT THE DOMINIONS?
much further. The idea of a self-sufficing British
Empire, contented with its internal trade and
internal prosperity, standing aloof from the rest
of the world and permitting it to go to the devil
in its own way, is open to fatal objection both
on political and on economic grounds. Economic-
ally it would be altogether too big and powerful
a combination for the rest of the world to tolerate,
because it would control too many essential com-
modities, like rubber, wool and jute. It might
therefore arouse the rest of the world to form a
coalition to break it up. We have already seen
how, when in the summer of 1925 rubber con-
sumption overtook production and the American
rubber manufacturers were caught short of
their iSw material, they promptly endeavoured
to put political pressure on the British Govern-
ment, in order to get the restrictions on the
Malay rubber output removed, and how the
British Government yielded at once, and brought
down the price of rubber.
But there is a more immediately fatal objection
to a real empire tariff. It is quite unlikely that the
Dominions themselves would consent to it. True,
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